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Address the following questions, responding to each one directly below the question. Your total word count (including all questions and answers combined) should be between 900-1150 words. Include a reference page.
1. Describe a time when you experienced a significant period of suffering. How did you deal with that experience? How did you find comfort in the midst of suffering?
During my period in high school, I had an issue with social interactions. This was mainly caused by anxiety, which now I know I mistook it for fear. This suffering mainly affected my interactions with people of my gender and the opposite gender as well. I felt left out in life, and lost. This caused a lot of pain as I did not understand why I was not able to interact with people in my age group, and parents as well. When I got to college, I started using drugs to flood this pain, and it worked for a while, until when I realized I was developing an addiction to drug use. This led to even more suffering. I sought self-improvement books and audio files, whose message was focused on motivation. And from them I was able to accept my shortcomings in life. I was also able to understand that no one is perfect, and if God created us to always be perfect, then there would be no need for people to exist. 

2. Briefly summarize the problem of evil and suffering. Cite and reference the topic overview and/or Chapter 9 in the textbook.

Evil appears to be present in the world, to cause suffering. Evil is portrayed in two forms, namely, moral and natural evil. Moral evil includes the actions of people taken to be morally wrong while natural evil involves natural disasters, like earthquakes. Human evil can lead to a worse natural evil. For example, during famines and droughts, humans who have access to relief funds to aid people dying of the drought, can steal these funds, and fail to help the people in need of supplies. Which makes them perish because a person`s greed was too great to help the needy. Suffering on the other hand, is the experiencing of stress or pain. Suffering is actually very common to humans. So far in this century perhaps suffering is as common as in other centuries, or particularly lesser. The reason is that in previous centuries, people have had some of the highest levels of pain dished out to them by fellow men and natural occurrences (Bryan, 37). For example, evil and suffering caused by man has led to more deaths than death brought by natural occurrences.



3. Briefly summarize the Christian worldview’s response to the problem of evil and suffering. Cite and reference the topic overview and/or Chapter 9 in the textbook.

Christians view evil and suffering as the result of the rebellion of humanity, specifically when Adam and Eve decided to rebel. The free will of this world makes it as possible for evil to exist as the life that beams this world. This free will enables every person to have a choice to love and serve God, or ourselves. This implies that when we encounter suffering, we may choose how we react to it, and no one also can prevent us from making the choice. The Bible in the book of Job shows that God does not only protect persons who believe or have faith in him, but also tests them with suffering, to make them even stronger. For example, God allows suffering to happen because it increases one`s compassion and equips one to comfort those who are suffering, it strengthens one character, it keeps one humble and dependent on Christ, and lastly, it draws persons closer to Christ and his sufferings. Job is among those tested with evil and suffering in the Bible, and who like Jesus, remained strong to his faith and belief. Christians view evil as a darkness, or the absence of light, or good morals as God requires of man. Evil people to them are the ones who flee from God, and therefore, lack true goodness (Bryan, 56). Evil to them lacks to exist when one runs to the Light of Christ, who is the Light of the World, or lacks any evil. Christians have the belief that as likely as there is a power for good (God), there is a power for evil as well. This evil power is held by Satan or the Devil. 


4. Imagine that a close friend has just suffered through a great personal loss (death of a loved one, natural disaster, disease, job loss, divorce, or a broken relationship) and your friend asks you why God would let such a terrible thing happen. How would you respond to your friend?

God allows suffering to happen for us to become stronger, and also for us to understand the plight of Christ. Also, pain, suffering, and death must exist and is integral to a person`s life. Free will enables our very existence, and has led to us being conscious, and in the same measure the existence of diseases, natural catastrophes, and extinctions of several species. Every person has in them the strength and will power to adapt to suffering and pain. And also, the predicament of evil is one caused by perspective, whereby, from a micro view, a person may experience suffering, but in the same instance, at a macro view, they comprehend that suffering is a part of their existence, or it exists to balance the good in the World (Bryan, 45). God also does not violate this free will, and so, when one chooses the wrong path, they suffer, and also when one is in contact with evil people, they suffer as well. This however does not mean that when a person dies, they are evil, but that death to God is part of a person`s life and the free will granted to him. Thus, as long as goodness exists in this World, evil and suffering will exist as well. One should remain strong even during tough times like suffering as it will always be a part of us. 

5. According to Chapter 7 in the textbook, how might the problem of evil and suffering lead one to the conclusion that moral absolutes exist?

On planet Earth, humans are the most conscious persons when it comes to suffering and evil. This statement is bias as humans not only experience suffering and evil, but dish it out themselves. For example, almost all animals cannot defend themselves from man`s evil ways. And due to this, almost half of the world`s animal population have fallen victim to man himself. And it should get noted that man rarely recognizes this to be evil or the crude slaughtering of animals to be suffering. Man does this with the excuse of survival and requiring food. This excuse is also used when it comes down to slaughtering huge numbers of fellow men. Many instances in the human history have shown that blaming God for allowing suffering to exist is completely wrong (Bryan, 24). Many races and people have perished cruelly at the hands of their fellow men, and with many a men, using the excuse of perishing races to preserve a certain race or more development in the World, for example economic development.     
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